RESEARCH NEWS
Half-matched donors help more people
with MDS get transplants
Both matched, unrelated people and half-matched
relatives can donate
A new study shows that blood and marrow transplant (BMT) from a
half-matched donor is a good option. This news helps people who
don’t have a closely matched donor.
Previous studies have shown that BMT from a closely matched donor
can help people with myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) live longer.
MDS is a type of blood cancer.
However, about 70% of people with MDS don’t have a closely matched
donor on a registry.
This study especially helps people who are:
• Black or African American;
• Asian;
• American Indian or Alaska Native;
• Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander;
• more than one race;
• and Hispanic or Latino people of all races.
These people are less likely than non-Hispanic White people to have a
match on a registry.
People who can’t find a closely matched donor may use a half-matched
(or haploidentical) donor. A parent and child is always a half-match,
and sometimes a brother or sister is, too.
The study included 600 people with MDS. Their BMT donors were either
closely matched, unrelated people or half-matched relatives.
Two (2) years after transplant, people were equally likely to be
alive, whether they had fully or half-matched donors.
Using half-matched relatives allows more people with MDS to receive BMT.

Keep in mind

Learn more about
•
•
•

MDS at BeTheMatch.org
Clinical trials for MDS at
CTsearchsupport.org
More study summaries at
CIBMTR.org
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This study looked only at BMT with bone marrow or peripheral blood, not
cord blood. More research is needed.
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